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New Delhi/Srinagar, 12 February

The Congress and other
Opposition parties on Monday
demanded an apology from
Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh
(RSS) chief Mohan Bhagwat for
his reported remarks on the
Indian Army, while the Sangh
issued a statement where it said
the remarks of its chief had been
misinterpreted.

In Jammu & Kashmir, Chief
Minister Mehbooba Mufti reit-
erated her appeal for an India-
Pakistan dialogue to end the
violence in the state, even as a
gunfight raged between terror-
ists and security forces in
Srinagar. The Pakistan-based
Lashkar-e-Taiba has claimed
responsibility for the attack on
the CRPF camp. The heavily
armed militants tried to strike the
CRPF camp, located very close to
SMHS Hospital, from where
Lashkar-e-Taiba militant Navee-
d Jutt alias Abu Hanzala, was
freed from police custody by ter-
rorists on February 6. The inci-
dent comes two days after Jaish-
e-Mohammad militants attacked
an Army camp in the Sunjwan
area of Jammu, killing six peo-
ple, including five soldiers.

As for the controversy over
Bhagwat’s remarks, RSS public-
ity chief Manmohan Vaidya said
in a statement its chief’s
remarks at an RSS workers meet
in Bihar on Sunday were made
as a comparison between com-
mon people and Sangh volun-
teers (swayamsevaks) and were
in “no way a comparison” with

the Indian Army.
Bhagwat's reported remarks

that the RSS could “prepare”
military personnel faster than
the Army were criticised by
Congress President Rahul
Gandhi, the Trinamool
Congress and other Opposition
parties. The Trinamool also
slammed Minister of State for
Home Kiren Rijiju for defend-

ing Bhagwat’s remarks.
In Agartala, Bharatiya

Janata Party (BJP) General
Secretary Ram Madhav, who
has served in the RSS, said
Bhagwat might have made the
comments to highlight the
Sangh’s state of readiness. “RSS
volunteers are always willing to
stand with the Army for the
nation’s security,” Madhav said.
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Jaipur, 12 February

Rajasthan Chief Minister
Vasundhara Raje on
Monday announced an

one-time crop loan waiver of
up to ~50,000 for small and
marginal farmers, and land
revenue exemption.

The loan waiver is for the
marginal farmers in the over-
due and outstanding category
of short loan provided by coop-
erative banks. This will cost ~80
billion to the state exchequer.

Raje also announced the
constitution of a farmers debt
relief commission that will
work as a permanent institu-
tion. Farmers would be able to
get relief on merit basis after
presenting their case before
the commission.

She also announced land

revenue (lagan) exemption
that would benefit almost 
4-5 million farmers.

To promote agro-based
industries and services, Raje
announced to increase the
maximum limit of interest

subsidy in a year from
~500,000 to ~750,000.

Interest subsidy for
women, disabled, Scheduled
Castes/Scheduled Tribes
(SC/ST) and entrepreneurs —
who are bonafide residents of
Rajasthan and up to 40 years
of age — was enhanced to 6
per cent from 5 per cent.

Infrastructure support sub-
sidy with a maximum limit of
~50 million was also proposed
for the first unit established in
the most backward area,
investing more than ~500 mil-
lion under each sector of agro-
processing and agri-marketing,
bio-technology and informa-
tion technology sector.

In rural areas, the valuation
of agriculture land of up to
1,000 sq m will be done at the
rate of agriculture land instead
of the rate of residential land to

help farmers sell or buy the
land for agriculture purposes.

The chief minister also
announced to allot 200,000
agricultural electricity con-
nections which were pending
till January 2012.

Other announcements for
the agriculture sector, included
interest subsidy of ~3.84 billion
for the short-term crop loan to
farmers through central coop-
erative banks, increase in the
capacity for storage of addition-
al 500,000 metric tonnes at the
cost of ~3.5 billion for the pro-
duce procured at minimum
support price.

Raje announced a subsidy
of ~50 million to one ‘Nandi
Gaushala’ in each district and
a mini plant for processing and
marketing of camel milk in
Jaipur with a cost of ~50 mil-
lion on a pilot basis.

Rajasthan announces
farm loan waiver
One-time ~50,000 crop loan giveaway to cost state govt ~80 billion

Rajasthan Chief Minister
Vasundhara Raje during a
media interaction after
presenting state Budget 2018-19
in Jaipur on Monday PHOTO: PTI
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Muscat, 12 February

Prime Minister Narendra Modi
on Monday said his visit to
Oman and talks with the oil-
rich Gulf nation's top leader-
ship will impart a "substantial
momentum" to all spheres of
bilateral ties.

“This Oman visit is one I will
cherish for a long time to come,”
Modi tweeted before conclud-
ing his two-day visit to Oman
during which the two countries
signed eight agreements,
including one on enhancing
defence cooperation.

“This visit has helped in
building upon the centuries-
old ties between our enterpris-
ing people, and will impart a
substantial momentum to our
relations in all spheres, includ-
ing trade and investment rela-
tions,” Modi said.

“Thank you, your Majesty
Sultan Qaboos (bin Said al
Said) for your exceptional
warmth, hospitality and
friendship, as also your per-
sonal attention to details, that
made my visit to Oman one of
the most memorable visits I
have undertaken anywhere,”
the Prime Minister said.

Modi also expressed grati-
tude to the Sultan and the peo-
ple of Oman for their tremen-
dous support, goodwill and
affection.

“We are deeply honoured
and we look forward to the
forthcoming 50th anniversary
of your stewardship of Oman,”
he said as he concluded his

three-nation visit to the
Palestine, the UAE and Oman.

Modi, who arrived here
from Dubai on the final leg of
his three-nation tour, led talks
with Sultan Qaboos last night
on a wide range of issues.

During the meeting, several
aspects of the existing coopera-
tion between the two countries
and means of promoting the
good relations between them
were discussed, the official
Oman News Agency reported.

“Charting out new frontiers
in our bilateral relationship, PM
@narendramodi-led delega-
tion-level talks with Sultan
Qaboos of Oman. The two
strategic partners discussed to
strengthen cooperation in trade
& investment, energy, defence
& security, food security and
regional issues,” Ministry of
External Affairs Spokesperson
Raveesh Kumar tweeted.

Sultan Qaboos appreciated
the contribution of "honest
and hard working" Indian
nationals in the development
of Oman.  After their talks, the
two sides signed eight agree-
ments, including an memo-
randum of understanding on
legal and judicial cooperation
in civil and commercial mat-
ters. They also signed an agree-
ment on mutual visa exemp-
tion for holders of diplomatic,
special, service and official
passports and an MoU on
cooperation in the field of
health, tourism and peaceful
uses of outer space.

The two sides also signed
annexure to the MoU on mili-
tary cooperation. According to
Oman News Agency, it envis-
ages the services of Duqm Port
and dry-dock for the mainte-
nance of Indian military ves-
sels.

Secretary-General of
Oman's Ministry of Defence
Mohammed bin Nasser al
Rasbi said there were many
areas of cooperation with the
Indian side, whether in the
field of joint exercises, train-
ing or courses, as well as
exchange of experiences
between the two sides and
some defence purchases and
projects.

India's Ambassador Indra
Man Pandey said signing the
MoUs will promote cooperation
between the two countries. He
said the Indian companies have
a strong presence in Oman and
have significant investments in
the Omani free zones and ports
in Suhar and Salalah. He said
Indian investments are esti-
mated at $1.8 billion in two proj-
ects in Special Economic Zone
in Duqm (SEZD).

The volume of trade

exchange during this year is
expected to reach $5.5 billion,
Pandey was quoted as saying.

The two countries also
signed an agreement on coop-
eration between Foreign
Service Institute, Ministry of
External Affairs, India and
Oman's Diplomatic Institute.

An MoU on academic and
scholarly cooperation was
signed between National
Defence College, Sultanate of
Oman and the Institute for
Defence Studies and Analyses.

Modi on Monday met
Oman's Deputy Prime Minister
for the Council of Ministers
Sayyid Fahd bin Mahmoud Al
Said and Deputy Prime
Minister for International
Relations and Cooperation
Affairs Sayyid Asa'ad bin Tariq
Al Said.

Modi and the two leaders
exchanged views on intensify-
ing ties in the areas of energy,
trade and investment, food
security, defence and security,
mining and other sectors.

He also had a meeting with
leading business leaders and
investors.

Modi also offered prayers
at the 125-year-old Shiva
Temple, one of the oldest in
the region. He also visited the
iconic Sultan Qaboos Grand
Mosque, the main mosque in
Oman. In Oman, there are over
800,000 Indians and they con-
stitute the largest expatriate
community. The Prime
Minister had also addressed
the Indian community on
Sunday night.

Oman visit will impart substantial
momentum to ties: PM Modi

Prime Minister Narendra Modi meets the members of Shiva temple management committee in
Muscat, Oman, on Monday PHOTO: PTI

Political storm over Bhagwat’s
remarks on Army
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Chennai, 12 February

The Indian Institute of
Technology, Madras (IIT-M),
has developed an algorithm
called ‘VinCense’ that it
claims as the country's first
medical-grade, wearable
device for deriving vitals in a
non-invasive manner.

The device was devel-
oped by a team led by M
Manivannan, head of
Touch Lab, Biomedical
Engineering Group, depart-
ment of applied mechanics,
IIT-M.

Vital signs, including
pulse-rate, oxygen satura-
tion, respiratory rate, skin
temperature, blood pressure
and others, are recorded by
this device. 

The real-time data are
stored in the patent-pending
secured cloud from where
health care providers can
access vitals using an intu-
itive interface.

IIT-M develops
algorithm for
health device


