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Don’t use BARC viewership data
for 6 weeks, ISA tells members
URVI MALVANIA

Mumbai, 7 February

While the debate on viewership
data darkness during the tran-
sition to the new tariff order by

the Telecom Regulatory Authority of
India (Trai) continues, the Indian Society
of Advertisers (ISA) has communicated
to its members not to use viewership
data for media planning and buying pur-
poses during this time.

The advisory said that the ISA
executive council and core media
committee have been in touch with
the Broadcast Audience Research
Council of India (BARC), the agency
which brings out weekly television
(TV) ratings, the currency on which
ad-sales is traded in the country. 

“Considering the fact that the Trai
NTO (new tariff order) is across India, its
impact will be significantly different in
each region given the varied distribution
and broadcast landscape of each region.
NTO, if implemented in true spirit, is
likely to have shift in channel availabili-
ty and hence, possibly consumption
landscape also,” it read. 

As a result, the members of the
advertiser body have been advised that
viewership data during the transition
period, which it estimates at six weeks,
should not be used for media planning,
evaluation, or buying. It added that the
ISA will work closely with BARC to
ascertain when the data will become
usable again. As of now, data will be
released every week however. 

Meanwhile, teething problems con-
tinue a week into the implementation
of the NTO for TV channels as man-
dated by the Trai. While most distri-
bution platform operators (DPOs),
including cable and direct-to-home
(DTH) players, have made the switch to
the new regime, uptake continues to
be slow at the consumer’s end. 

According to Trai’s intimation in
the last week of January, 40 per cent of
pay TV subscribers had exercised their
choice to switch to the new regime.
Industry experts and company execu-
tives now estimate that figure could
be 50-55 per cent if actual conversion
rates after the February 1 deadline to

switch (for cable/DTH operators and
broadcasters) are taken into account.
The deadline for the consumer to exer-
cise his or her choice is February 13,
after which, those who have not made
the shift, will cease to receive signals
on their set-top boxes.

Consequently, it is difficult to
gauge whether average monthly cable
bills have gone up, or reduced. Experts
say that till things don’t settle down, it
is difficult to predict the impact on
cable bills at the consumers’ end, and
average revenue per user at the dis-
tributors’ and broadcasters’ end. 

While a CRISIL report predicts that
the average monthly cable bill is expect-

ed to go up, the key point is that con-
sumers will now pay for what they have
want and have chosen. So, in the erst-
while regime, if consumers used to pay
an average bill of ~250 a month for 800-
plus channels, now they may pay the
same amount, but for far fewer chan-
nels, which they choose. Experts also
believe that subscription patterns for cer-
tain genres, news, and sports for exam-
ple, will become increasingly event-driv-
en. So an election quarter may see surge
in news channel subscriptions, while a
cricket-heavy quarter will see sports
channels in demand.

Currently, most DPOs have modi-
fied the interface on their platforms
in line with the new regime. If a sub-
scriber lands on a channel he/she has
not chosen, a message appears on the
screen stating the channel has not
been subscribed by the viewer, and in
order to see the content, they need to
subscribe to it. Most platforms have
also put brief instructions on how to
subscribe to the channel as part of
the message.

Experts believe that DPOs are doing
their bit, albeit a little late in the game.
“The work on educating and convert-
ing consumers has probably started a
couple months late. Having said that,
once everyone knew that the shift to
the new regime is a reality, they did
their best. It’s going to take a while for
the environment to stabilise though,”
says an executive from the TV industry.
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The advertiser body will work closely with TV rating agency on when data will become usable again

WHAT’S DELAYING 
THE SWITCH?
| The delay in communicating the

impending change in tariff regime,
both by broadcasters and DPOs,
has led to a delay in execution of
Trai order. Some delay has also
been on account of litigation
around the tariff order

| There has been some amount 
of consumer inertia as well

| Once the order was implemented,
websites and mobile apps of DPOs
had a surge in traffic as consumers
tried to access them to exercise their
right. As a result, the sites have

become slow, making it difficult
for consumers to fill out the
information required to make 
the shift

Plant 3,000 trees each: 
HC to 2G scam accused
AASHISH ARYAN

New Delhi, 7 February

In a unique ‘cost’ imposed for
seeking more time to file
response to the Enforcement
Directorate’s (ED’s) plea chal-
lenging their acquit-
tal in the 2G case,
the Delhi High
Court (HC) on
Thursday asked
Swan Telecom’s
promoter Shahid
Balwa, the director
of Kusegaon Fruits
and Vegetables,
Rajeev Agarwal, and
three firms, namely
Dynamic Realty, DB
Realty, and Nihar
Constructions, to
plant 3,000 trees
each in Delhi’s South Ridge for-
est area. 

The said plantation has to

be done before the next date
of hearing. All the accused per-
sons and companies have been
directed by the court to appear
before the Deputy Conservator
of Forests on February 15 to get
the land allocated for the plant-

ing of these trees.
The people and the
companies also
have to ensure the
upkeep of these
plants until the
monsoons, the
court said. A single
judge Bench of
Justice Nazmi
Waziri also granted
them one final
opportunity to file
their responses by
February 15.  

The Central
Bureau of Investigation (CBI)
and ED had moved the Delhi
HC in March 2018 challenging

the acquittal of all the accused
by a lower court in Delhi. A
special CBI court had in
December 2017 acquitted all
the accused in the case, stat-
ing that the blame for the
“scam” could not be placed on
any of the individuals or the
companies due to “lack of clar-
ity” in the telecom policy. 

The CBI had, in its plea
before the CBI court, alleged
that telecom companies were
given 2G spectrum and
licences at throwaway prices
during A Raja’s second term as
telecom minister in 2008. All
the telecom licences granted
in 2008 were quashed by the
Supreme Court in 2008. The
Comptroller and Auditor
General had pegged at ~1.76
trillion loss to the exchequer
due to the giving away of tele-
com spectrum and licences at
throwaway prices.

The plantation
has to be done
before the next
date of hearing.
All the accused
persons and
companies have
been directed by
the court to
appear on
February 15 to get
the land allocated
for the planting of
these trees

India jumps 8 ranks in
International IP Index
SUDIPTO DEY

New Delhi, 7 February

For the second year in a row,
India has maintained the
upward trajectory in the
International Intellectual
Property (IP) Index ranking. In
the latest edition of the
International IP Index, India’s
rank moved up to 36 among 50
economies - jumping eight
places - as against 44 in 2018. 

India’s overall score in the
seventh edition of the US
Chamber of Commerce’s Global
Innovation Policy Center’s
(GIPC’s) annual International
IP Index has increased sub-
stantially to 16.22 (out of maxi-
mum score of 45), against 12.03
(out of 40) in the sixth edition.
The latest report, Inspiring
Tomorrow, analyses the IP cli-
mate in 50 world economies,
based on 45 indicators critical to
an innovation-led economy.

A GIPC statement said the
improvement in India’s per-
formance reflects important
reforms implemented by poli-
cymakers toward building an
innovation ecosystem for
domestic entrepreneurs and

foreign investors alike. 
“India’s performance on

the Index finely captures the
Government of India’s incre-
mental, consistent initiatives
over time to improve the
country’s IP ecosystem, guid-
ed by the vision of the 2016
National IP Rights Policy,”
said Patrick Kilbride, senior
vice-president, GIPC. 

Kilbride said the improve-
ment in performance is a
result of specific reforms,
including its accession to the
WIPO Internet Treaties, the
agreement to initiate a patent
prosecution highway (PPH)
with international patent
offices, a dedicated set of IP
incentives for small business-
es, and administrative reforms
to address the patent backlog. 

Patting the Narendra Modi
government’s pro-IP policies,
the GIPC release said these ini-
tiatives have the potential to
transform the government’s
programmes such as
‘Accelerating Growth for New
India Innovations,’ ‘Startup
India’, and ‘Digital India’ to
economic reality. “It presents
an objective, data-driven view

of competitiveness in a global
market, based on criteria used
by the business community
when determining where to
invest,” the release added.

Despite India’s improved
show in this year’s Index, the
report noted there were still
substantial challenges regard-
ing the country’s patenting
and IP enforcement environ-
ment. These included barriers
to licensing and technology
transfer, strict registration
requirements, limited frame-
work for the protection of bio-
pharmaceutical IP rights,
patentability requirements
outside international stan-
dards, among others.

Commenting on the
enforcement environment,
the report noted that rights
holders continue to face chal-
lenges in enforcing their IP
rights in India. “India has high
rates of substandard and
counterfeit medicines, online
and physical piracy, and coun-
terfeiting. One area of grow-
ing concern has been the long
pendency times in the Indian
court system,” the report
added.
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Description of the
Immovable property

(Under Section 13(4) of the Securitization & Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcement of Security Interest
Act., 2002 read with Rule 8 of the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules 2002 for Immovable Property)

Whereas, the undersigned being the Authorized Officer of the UCO Bank, under the Securitisation and Reconstruction of
Financial Assets and Enforcement of Security Interest Act, 2002 and in exercise of powers conferred under section 13 (2) with Rule
8 of the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002 issued Demand Notice under section 13(2) of the said Act, calling upon the
borrower/Guarantor to repay the amount with interest at the contractual rate together with incidental expenses and costs within 60
days from the date of receipt of the said Notice.

The borrower/Guarantor having failed to repay the amount, notice is hereby given to the borrower/Guarantor and the public in
general that the undersigned has taken POSSESSION of the property described here-in below in exercise of powers conferred on
him/her under section 13 (4) of the said Act read with Rule 8 of the said Rules.

The borrower/Guarantor in particular and the public in general are hereby cautioned not to deal with the property and any
dealing with the properties will be subject to the charge of the UCO Bank for an amount plus interest & expenses thereon.

UCO BANK POSSESSION NOTICE

ODAPARA BRANCH /  Name and address
of the Borrower/Guarantor

ZONAL OFFICE :
18/1, Ainthapalli Road, Sambalpur,

Ph.: 0663-2540640, 2541443

Borrower: Mr. Babula Mohapatra, S/o:
Purna Chandra Mohapatra, / Guarantor:
Purna Chandra Mohapatra, S/o: Trilochan
Mohapatra, At: Mrudangapali, P.O.:
Balaramprasad, Via: Hindolroad, Dist.:
Dhenkanal, Odisha, Pin-759019

All that part and parcel of the immovable property
consisting of land & building situated at Mouza:
Mrudangapali, P.s.: Motanga (No.-18), Tahasil: Odapara
(No.-23), Sub-Registry/Dist.: Dhenkanal, Khata No.: 115/
54, Plot No.: 135/465 (Gharabari), Area: Ac.0.40dec.,
standing in the name of Mr. Purnachandra Mohapatra

Appendix - IV [See Rule 8(1)]
For Immovable Property

Amount
Outstanding as on

Specified Date

Date of Demand
/ Possession

Notice

`̀̀̀̀ 1,81,737.73
as on 31.03.2018
+ interest & other

expenses thereon

22.08.2018
/

04.02.2019

Place: Sambalpur Authorised Officer
Date : 07.02.2019  UCO BANK

(Under Section 13(4)) of the Securitization & Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcement of Security Interest
Act., 2002 read with Rule 8 of the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002 for Immovable Property)

Whereas, the undersigned being the authorized officer of the UCO Bank under the securitization and Reconstruction of
Financial Assets and Enforcement of Security Interest Act, 2002 (No. 54 of 2002) and in exercise of powers conferred under section
13(12) read with rule 8 of the security Interest (Enforcement) Rules 2002, issued a Demand Notice under section 13(2) of the Act,
calling upon the Borrower/Guarantor to repay the amount mentioned in the notice plus further interest at contractual rate with
incidental expenses, cost, charges etc. within 60 days from the date of receipt of the said Notice. The Borrower having failed to repay
the amount, notice is hereby given to the Borrower/Guarantor and the public in general that the undersigned has taken POSSESSION
of the property described here-in below in exercise of powers conferred on him/her under section 13 (4) of the said Act read with Rule
8 of the said Rules. The Borrower/Guarantor in particular and the public in general is hereby cautioned not to deal with the property
and any dealings with the property will be subject to the charge of the UCO Bank, Sector-5 Branch for an amount plus further
interest, cost, expenses and other charges thereon. The Borrower�s attention is invited to provisions of sub-section (8) of
section 13 of the Act, in respect of the time available, to redeem the secured assets.

UCO BANK POSSESSION NOTICE
[Rule 8(1)] For Immovable Property

ZONAL OFFICE :
18/1, Ainthapalli Road, Sambalpur

Description of the
Immovable property

Date of Demand
/ Possession

Notice

04.02.2008
/

05.02.2019

Equitable mortgage of Land situated at Khata No.: 20/
297, Plot No.: 55/543, Mouza: Bartoli, Tahasil: Panposh,
P.S.: Bondamunda, Dist.: Sundargarh (Odisha), Total
Area: Ac.0.05, standing in the name of Mr. Radhashyam
Mohanty, S/o.: Trailokyanath Mohanty

SECTOR-5 BRANCH
Name and address of the

Borrower / Guarantor
Borrower: Mrs. Pratikshya Mohanty,
W/o: Mr. Radhashyam Mohanty, Qtr. No.:
A 202, Sector-20, Rourkela-769005 /
Guarantor: Mr. Radhashyam Mohanty,
S/o: Trailokyanath Mohanty

Amount
Outstanding as on

Specified Date
`̀̀̀̀ 11,54,448/-

as on
31.12.2007

plus interest plus
expenses
thereon.

Authorised Officer, UCO BankPlace  : Rourkela, Date   : 07.02.2019


